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who pervades everywhere and one who has entered
into every thing. So, Vishnu is Cosmic Spirit, the
Absolute which pervades the universe. The whole
world is now called after his name - Vaishnavam. From
this arose the verse "Sarvam Vishnumayam Jagat"
Whoever has lealised the pervasiveness of the Lord and
that He is the m-dweller of the soul, calls himself a
Vaishnavite.
Vaishnavites accept Lord Vishnu as the Supreme
Deity and devotion to Him as the Chief means of
attaining spiritual beatitude. For the purpose of icligious
worship and meditation, He is described as endowed
with a beautiful form, deep blue in colour. He has four
arms holding sankha (conch), chakra (discus), gada
(mace) and padma (lotus). He retains the jewel called
Koustubha on his chest. Single-minded devotion is the
easiest and the best means to please Him.
Today the Vedic concept of Sri Vaishnavism and
the most scientific philosophy of Visishtadwaita are being
practised in many families and Temples. Ramanuja was
the Acharya who broke the taboos of casteism and
brought the whole society under one roof by revealing
the Ashtakshari Mantra to all sections of Society and
instructing all his followers to preach the Mantra without
any hesitation to all. Ramanuja declared that even if
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